20              SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

moved by the careful use of soft india-rubber, before
sizing, if this is rubbed from the centre of the page to the
outside. If rubbed the reverse way, the page is likely to
be creased or torn.

Torn pages must be mended. With great care and
plenty of time, it is possible to replace missing portions
of a page so that the join can only be detected by hold-
ing the leaf against the light. For most books rough but
effective mending can be done by attaching good paper
with cornflour paste, or where the printed portion of a
page is damaged, this can be strengthened by pasting
over it a strip of chiffon, which is hardly visible if
properly put down. Mending a much-damaged old
book is a long and costly process that can only be under-
taken if the book is of special interest or value.

There are some books that are cut into single leaves
and these secured together by a rubber solution spread
over the back. This method acts well enough for a time,
but in a year or two the rubber perishes and the leaves
fall apart. Experiments are now being made to find a
permanent flexible adhesive that can be used in place of
the rubber solution. The Lohdon Telephone Directory is
cut into single leaves that are held together without
sewing by a coating of flexible glue, and lately very large
numbers of cheap reprints of novels have been issued
with the leaves secured in this way. While this process
acts well enough for books that have only a short life,
such as the telephone directory, it is not satisfactory as
a method of permanent binding with the adhesives at
present in use.

If a binder has to re-bind a book that has been cut
into single leaves, he must either make these up in sec-
tions by guarding each pair of leaves or must secure
them by overcasting. (See Fig. 3.) Guarding, unless
the edge of every leaf is pared or the paper is soft and